
Unless otherwise noted, the 
meetings are held at The Bell 
in Charlbury, at 7:30 for 8:00 
p.m. The Bell serves food (as 
well as drink, naturally) and 
some members have taken to 
dining there before meetings.

Monday 5 December, the 
Guild’s Annual General 
Meeting at The Bell, 7:00 for 
7:30 p.m. Drinks will be 
served, followed at around 
8:00 p.m. by a pre-Christmas 
entertainment. Paul W. Nash  
will present his infamous 
Impressions of  Printers. Nash 
will examine what makes a 
good impression, and will 
summarise the whole of  the 
twentieth century (in private 
press terms) in a series of  
laughable performances.

There will be no event or 
Newsletter in January (our 
winter holiday).

Monday 6 February 2012, 
the speaker for this meeting 
will be confirmed in the 
December newsletter. 

Other events
Treasures of  the Bodleian. 
Running until the 23rd of  

The meeting of  7 November began with drama and a car-chase 
through the night, in pursuit of  a renegade DVD. Gabrielle 
Falkiner was at the wheel, and Louisa Hare her passenger. At last 
they caught their quarry and sped back to The Bell with the disc 
in custody. But the drama was not over, and in the small meeting 
room a titanic battle between technology and humanity waxed 
and waned. In the end the battle was won and a small party of  
members enjoyed the film Making faces, which proved to be well 
worth the wait. The film followed the Canadian printer and 
typefounder Jim Rimmer as he designed and created a new 
typeface, named ‘Stern’ after the late Christopher Stern. Rimmer 
began by making drawings with various pens and pencils. Taking 
a brisk and freehand approach, he remarked that he often drew 
hundreds of  sketches before working the best drawings up into 
finished outlines and then scanning them, a contour-point at a 
time, into the Ikarus software. Here the design could be tidied up 
digitally, and a large image of  each character, printed out. This 
was then cut out to leave a negative image on a sheet of  thick 
paper which could be attached (with ‘tacky glue’) to a piece of  
hardboard, forming a pattern which Rimmer used with a Taylor 
Hobson pantograph to cut a first matrix in type-metal. This matrix 
was half  the size of  the paper pattern and, once tidied up by hand, 
could be used as the guide to cut a final brass matrix using 
another pantograph which would reduce the shape of  the letter, 
and its counters, by a factor of  fifteen. Finally this matrix was 
placed into a Thompson caster so that sorts could be cast. Rimmer 
also demonstrated the use of  the Monotype keyboard and caster 
to produce type. The same process had to be endured for each 
character, figure, point and ligature in the fount. Rimmer’s final 
comment that, when he had completed the design and casting of 
Stern he was going to ‘get a life’ was rendered poignant by the 
knowledge that he had died in 2010, shortly after completing 
work on the type. Stern was made available in digital and metal 
form by Rimmer’s Pie Tree Press and Typefoundry, and is now 
available from the P22 Foundry (www.p22.com). It was a great 
shame the designer was not, and could not be, on hand to 
answer the questions which the audience would no doubt have 
liked to ask, and to receive our thanks for a fascinating and 
humane account of  his work to create Stern.           Paul W. Nash
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Chairman’s message
The Committee recently held a meeting, the first since I became 
Chairman nearly two years ago. I summarise the salient points: 
Paul Nash and Louisa Hare are retiring from their posts after 
sterling service to the Guild. I re-iterate our thanks to them both. 
Paul Nash has agreed to my request that he remains on the 
Committee as an ex-officio member. Liz Adams has valiantly 
agreed to become co-editor of  the Newsletter and will edit the 
November issue under the guidance of  Paul. There were no 
volunteers for Louisa’s job of  Events Secretary so I have agreed 
to take this on. I have already got agreement from Anthony Eyre 
of  The Letter Press in Cirencester and Peter Lawrence of  
Oxford Design & Illustrators to talk to us but may I ask anyone 
who knows of  someone who has something related and 
interesting to talk about to tell me. It could even be you!!

The Guild did not have a table at the Oxford Fair this year but 
several members exhibited: Richard Lawrence and myself  
promoted our interests; Richard demonstrated letterpress 
printing in the main hall. " " "      Miles Wigfield

Editorial
Having been roped into the Co-Editorship of  this Newsletter 
(albeit in a most gentlemanly fashion) by our Chairman, I’d like 
to begin by thanking Paul Nash for setting me on the right track 
with the technical side of  the process as well as for pointing out 
that I would probably need to prod people for information. 
Please do call or email me with anything you’d like included in 
the Newlsetter (juxonpress@gmail.com). The first OGP meeting 
I attended in 2009 had me hooked. Working in the Bodleian 
Library on the John Johnson Collection of  Printed Ephemera 
at the time, I found the chance to hear Martin Andrews speak 
about ephemeral printing too good an opportunity to miss. 
Following this meeting, I became a member of  the OGP and 
have enjoyed both the newsletters and meetings ever since. I 
hope to be able to introduce myself  to more of  you in person 
before too long.             # # # # Liz Adams

Oxford Fine Press Book Fair in brief
The five presses to receive Judges’ Choice awards were: Nikodim 
Press (Dimitry Sayenko, St. Petersburg, Russia), for the ABC of  
fears; Russell Maret (New York City), for Specimens of  alphabets 
designed or revived by Russell Maret; Susan Allix (London), for Myth; 
Barbarian Press (Crispin and Jan Elsted, Mission, British 
Columbia, Canada), for Pericles; and Whittington Press (John and 
Rosalind Randle, Leominster, Herefordshire, UK), for A Vision of  
order. The Parrot Prize for best illustration in any medium went to 
Angela Barrett for her illustrations in the Hand and Eye Editions 
(London) version of  The strange case of  Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.

December at the Bodleian 
Library. Open Monday to 
Friday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Sunday 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. Free entrance. The 
Library describes the exhibit-
ion thus: ‘On display are some 
of  the Bodleian’s rarest, most 
important and most evocative 
items, from ancient papyri 
through medieval oriental 
manuscripts to twentieth-
century printed books and 
ephemera.’

Letterpress Exhibition opportunity. 
Printers may be interested in 
the opportunity to exhibit their 
work in an international 
letterpress exhibition in 
Cleveland, Ohio next year. For 
further information: http://
www.kickstarter.com/projects/
weloveletterpress/we-
letterpress-your-exhibition/

Small ads
For sale, an extensive holding 
of  letterpress equipment and 
type. The holding consists of  
around 300 fonts of  type 
(including wood letter type) 
supported by a large number of 
accessories and blocks. There 
are 3 Adanas and a Farley 
Flatbed machine (25” x 20” 
approx). Looking to be sold as 
a lot. Enquiries to Rikki Hyde 
01202 303053 (Bournemouth).

The Logan Press has a 
number of  presses for sale: an 
Arab Foolscap Folio, Arab 
Crown Folio, Kobold Art 
Platen, and an Autovic Art 
Platen. Visit their website: 
www.theloganpress.co.uk
or call 01933 681961 for more 
information.

mailto:juxonpress@gmail.com
mailto:juxonpress@gmail.com
http://www.kickstarter.com/projects/weloveletterpress/we-letterpress-your-exhibition/
http://www.kickstarter.com/projects/weloveletterpress/we-letterpress-your-exhibition/
http://www.kickstarter.com/projects/weloveletterpress/we-letterpress-your-exhibition/
http://www.kickstarter.com/projects/weloveletterpress/we-letterpress-your-exhibition/
http://www.kickstarter.com/projects/weloveletterpress/we-letterpress-your-exhibition/
http://www.kickstarter.com/projects/weloveletterpress/we-letterpress-your-exhibition/
http://www.kickstarter.com/projects/weloveletterpress/we-letterpress-your-exhibition/
http://www.kickstarter.com/projects/weloveletterpress/we-letterpress-your-exhibition/
http://www.theloganpress.co.uk
http://www.theloganpress.co.uk

