
Unless otherwise noted, the 
meetings are held at The Bell 
in Charlbury, at 7:30 for 8:00 
p.m. The Bell serves food (as 
well as drink, naturally) and 
some members have taken to 
dining there before meetings.

Monday 5 March 2012 
Parson’s son and printer’s devil by 
Richard Russell, who will pass  
round and discuss some 
interesting pieces of  printing 
from his fifty years in the 
trade, from schoolboy to 
Assistant Printer at the OUP.

April 2012
Peter Lawrence, ODI, will 
speak on a subject related to 
wood-engraving and print-
making (details to be con-
firmed).

May 2012
Sue Bradbury, Editor-in-Chief 
at the Folio Society will speak 
on the work of  the Society 
(date, title and details to be 
announced).

Other events
The Romance of  the Middle Ages 
is the latest exhibition at the 
Bodleian Library (running 
until the 13th of  May). Open 

Those brave enough to take on the wintry weather on the 6th of 
February were in for a real treat from Sebastian Carter. Although 
most of our members are familiar with the Carters’ work, seeing 
so many examples with a delightful commentary really was 
something special.
Sebastian’s father, Will,  received some early encouragement into 
letterpress  printing from John Johnson of OUP,  who wrote to 
him as a school-boy: “Dear Carter,  I am sending you quite a bit 
of type... it will make you, I hope, an interesting and useful 
hobby.” Johnson could not have known where his kindness to a 
school-boy would lead. Having begun printing in 1924, Will 
continued to develop his skills  until his enthusiasm for letterpress 
led him to set up as a commercial press in 1949.
Sebastian and his father produced between them a stupendous 
total of 321 books under the imprint of the Rampant Lions 
Press, a figure which does not include a considerable opus of 
portfolios and more ephemeral work. The number of books the 
Carters  produced does little to convey their typographic flair, 
craftmanship, and sheer dedication to the craft.
Aside from their typographic appeal,  the many books Sebastian 
showed us were illustrated by a number of highly regarded 
artists,  including Anatoly Kalashnikov,  Anthony Gros, blocks  cut 
by Morris  after drawings by Burne-Jones, and Reynolds Stone's 
wood-engravings  after John Piper. In addition to the patterned, 
cut,  and marbled paper bindings, we were shown an array of 
fine leather bindings including the ever-popular tree-calf.
Sebastian’s latest ‘book without words’ called Siq (limited to ten 
copies)  is  equally fascinating. Using a series of cut pages to 
represent a journey through the narrow gorge (or al-Siq)  to the 
Treasury at Petra, each copy is  laced onto wooden boards and 
housed in a chemise.
Sebastian is  currently working on a catalogue of the output of 
the Rampant Lions Press  which will include facsimiles and type 
samples printed on handmade paper.
The audience was advised to be gentle with Sebastian following 
an arduous journey to be with us  in Charlbury that night,  but 
perhaps it was our own letterpress aspirations  which were in 
need of  gentle treatment in the face of  the Carters’ work.
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Liz Adams
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Fame at Last

I've been pleased to note that Guild members  have been 
achieving recognition in the media. Firstly December's  The Oldie 
carries  a review of the trade edition of Les Trés Heures de Mrs 
Mole- Ronald Searle's drawings for his wife while undergoing 
chemotherapy- and mentions  Dennis Hall's  limited Artist Choice 
Edition. Later I thrilled to the dulcet tones of our very own 
Richard Lawrence as he described (and demonstrated) the art of 
composing and justifying type in BBC 4's  'A Tale of Two Cities' 
on 29th December. I thought his  performance  perfectly 
judged.           Miles Wigfield

OGP Wayzgoose

The Oxford Guild of  Printers will be holding its biennial 
Wayzgoose this year at Oxford Brookes University on part of  the 
site used so successfully by the F.P.B.A. for the Fine Press Book 
Fair. The event will be staged in the foyer of  the Gypsy Lane 
premises and in the  hall normally occupied by the trade stands.  
There will be about two dozen tables the charge for which will be 
£30 reduced to £25 when booking and payment are made prior 
to the 30th of  June. Those wishing to take only half  a table are 
requested to find a colleague to share with themselves. Whilst it is  
expected that most of  the tables will be taken by private presses it 
is to be hoped that there will be a convivial smattering of  special-
ist second-hand booksellers and others amongst our friends in the 
world of  paper, marbling, binding &c who will support us. Huge 
demand is expected so don’t delay! Enquiries and bookings 
through: Miles Wigfield: miles.wigfield@btopenworld.com 
Coneygar Lodge, Quenington, Glos GL7 5BZ 01285 750662.

Website Update
As announced at the February meeting, our updated website 
went live on the first of  January 2012. Brian Clarke, to whom 
many thank are due, will provide further details in the March 
Newsletter. Please contact Brian (brian@balscotepress.com) if  
you would like your press to be listed in the directory, providing 
details and a 200 square pixel image.

Other events
The British Printing Society Kent Branch Convention will be 
held at the Bridgewood Manor Hotel, Walderslade Woods, 
Chatham, Kent ME5 9AX on Fri - Sat - Sun   13th - 15th April 
2012. Booking forms are available from www.bpsnet.org.uk in the 
society events tab. Trade fair stands are booking now (only 6 x 6  
foot tables left) contact Tony on 01474 33 33 12 (9-5) or email 
tony@computerfood.net

Monday to Friday 9:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. Saturday 9:00 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Sunday 11:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. Entry free. The 
exhibition showcases an out-
standing collection of  manu-
scripts and early printed books 
containing medieval romance.

Kitching’s Concise Letterpress 
Typography Workshop: This is a 
two day course focussing on 
the fundamentals and details 
of  typography, explored using 
letter-press equipment, and 
taught by Alan Kitching. 
There will be two courses in 
March and one in April. They 
tend to book out quickly, so 
see their website for details: 
www.thetypographyworkshop.
com

It’s a Small World is a yearly 
collaborative project which 
has been running since 1955. 
Each hobby printer sends 150 
copies of  an example of  their 
work to the co-ordinator who 
binds the sheets into a book. 
Each contributor then recieves 
a copy in the post. The dead-
line each year is the 31st of  
March. If  you’d like to cont-
ribute to the next one, contact 
Alun Brignall by email: 
alan.98@virgin.net

Small ads
Swanley Press, Kent is having a 
closing-down sale. They are 
selling type, furniture, lead 
cutters, drill, folding machine, 
platen, round cornerer, stitcher 
(hand & electric), galley racks, 
spacing, and a thermograph 
machine. Phone for details:  
01322 660582
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